
Guide to Getting Cheap Car 
Insurance in the UK 

1. Compare Quotes 

• Use Comparison Websites:


◦ Compare the Market, Confused.com, MoneySuperMarket: These 
websites allow you to enter your details once and receive quotes from 
multiple insurers. They often include exclusive deals not available elsewhere.


◦ Check Direct Insurer Websites: After getting quotes from comparison 
sites, visit insurers' websites directly. Sometimes they offer discounts for 
purchasing directly that aren't included in comparison site results.


• Understand the Details:


◦ Excess: Pay attention to the excess amount. A higher excess typically 
means lower premiums, but ensure it's affordable if you need to make a 
claim.


◦ Cover Levels: Compare different levels of cover (Third-Party, Third-Party 
Fire and Theft, Comprehensive) to find the right balance between cost and 
protection.


2. Choose the Right Cover 

• Third-Party vs. Comprehensive:


◦ Third-Party: Covers damage to others' property and injury to others but not 
your own vehicle. Usually the minimum legal requirement.




◦ Comprehensive: Covers damage to your vehicle as well as third-party 
liability. It can be more cost-effective if your car is valuable or you want more 
extensive protection.


• Consider Add-Ons:


◦ Breakdown Cover: Essential if you rely heavily on your vehicle.


◦ Legal Protection: Can be valuable if you want assistance with legal costs 
after an accident.


3. Increase Your Excess 

• Voluntary Excess:

◦ Higher Excess = Lower Premiums: Increasing your voluntary excess can 

reduce your premium. However, be cautious not to set it too high, as it could 
be costly if you need to make a claim.


4. Build Your No Claims Bonus 

• No Claims Discount (NCD): 

◦ Accumulate Bonus Years: The longer you go without making a claim, the 
higher your NCD and the greater your discount on premiums.


◦ Protect Your NCD: Some insurers offer NCD protection, meaning you can 
make a certain number of claims without affecting your bonus.


5. Consider Black Box Insurance 

• Telematics Policies:

◦ How It Works: A small device monitors your driving habits (speed, braking, 

cornering). Safe driving can lead to lower premiums.


◦ Suitability: Particularly beneficial for young or inexperienced drivers who 
face higher premiums traditionally.




6. Improve Car Security 

• Enhanced Security Features:

◦ Alarm and Immobilizer: Installing approved security devices can deter theft 

and lower premiums.


◦ Garaging: Keeping your car in a secure location overnight (like a garage) 
can reduce the risk of theft and thus lower premiums.


7. Pay Annually if Possible 

• Payment Options:

◦ Annual vs. Monthly: Insurers often charge interest for paying monthly. If 

financially feasible, pay annually to save on overall costs.


8. Limit Your Mileage 

• Accurate Mileage Declaration:

◦ Lower Mileage = Lower Premiums: Be truthful about your estimated 

annual mileage. Lower mileage often results in lower premiums, as there's 
less risk of accidents.


9. Consider Named Drivers 

• Additional Drivers:

◦ Experienced Drivers: Adding someone with a good driving record as a 

named driver may reduce premiums, especially for young or inexperienced 
primary drivers.




10. Check for Discounts 

• Available Discounts:

◦ Membership Discounts: Insurers may offer discounts if you belong to 

certain professional organizations or clubs.


◦ Multi-Policy Discounts: Insuring multiple vehicles or combining home and 
auto insurance with the same provider can sometimes lead to discounts.


11. Keep Your Details Updated 

• Accuracy Is Key:

◦ Correct Information: Ensure all information provided to insurers is accurate 

and up to date. Inaccuracies could invalidate your insurance or affect your 
ability to claim.


12. Review and Renew Annually 

• Shop Around Each Year:

◦ Avoid Auto-Renewal: Insurance prices can change annually. Always 

compare quotes from different insurers before renewing your policy.


13. Consider Specialist Insurers 

• Unique Circumstances:




◦ Specialist Providers: If you have specific needs (e.g., classic cars, modified 
vehicles, young drivers), consider insurers specializing in these areas. They 
may offer tailored policies at competitive rates.


14. Improve Your Credit Score 

• Credit History Impact:

◦ Premium Calculations: Some insurers consider your credit score when 

calculating premiums. Improving your creditworthiness over time can help 
lower insurance costs.


15. Drive Safely 

• Maintain a Clean Record:

◦ Safe Driving: Avoiding accidents and traffic violations can help maintain 

lower premiums through a clean driving record and eligibility for no claims 
discounts.


   By thoroughly exploring these steps and considering how each applies to your 
situation, you can effectively navigate the process of securing affordable car insurance in 
the UK. Remember to prioritize not just cost, but also the level of coverage and the 
reputation of the insurer for reliability and customer service.



